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Madame Mayor – President of the ICLEI – Ladies and Gentlemen

It is a great pleasure and honour for me to be able to address you at this EcoProcura sustainable
procurement conference here in Reykjavík.

Its theme is the climate and how sustainable procurement can contribute to reducing greenhouse
gas emissions and ease the process of adapting to changes in circumstances resulting from climate
change.

Discussions about the role of sustainable procurement in reducing climate change are especially
relevant as negotiations to agree to a new global climate agreement reach their closing stages,
since, the collected nations of the world aim to conclude a new international agreement in
Copenhagen in December, later this year.

Climate change caused by human activity is one of mankind’s greatest challenges in the 21st

century.  It is a global problem, which will only be solved with a world wide co-operative action.  The
Icelandic government has set climate targets in line with those of the member states of the Europe
Union.  These targets were set in 2007 – they are regarded as a framework for more specific
measures still to be issued.  The precise timetable for action is work in progress, but needs to be
finalised before the Copenhagen summit.

The Icelandic authorities aim to reduce emissions of greenhouse gases by 50 to 75 per cent by the
year 2050, compared with emissions in 1990.

These reductions will be based on initiatives in four distinct areas:
- First – the authorities in Iceland resolve to stand by the nation’s obligations as laid out in the
United Nations Convention on Climate Change – and the Kyoto Protocol.
- Second – Iceland will make a strategic plan to reduce greenhouse gas emissions caused by fossil
fuels, and instead use sustainable energy and non-polluting fuels.
- Third – we will develop acceptable methods for sequestering carbon from the atmosphere,
through forestry, the reclamation of wetlands and changes in landuse.
- Fourth – we will generate research and innovation in the field of climate studies, and encourage
the export of Icelandic know-how in areas such as renewable energy and technologies that are
beneficial for the climate.



A committee of specialists has recently been working on identifying the most effective measures for
reducing greenhouse gas emissions – their report is due within the next few days.  The committee’s
conclusions will form the foundation for the action plan the government promotes in order to
ensure that Iceland meets the targets laid down in its climate policy.

The new measures will include changes encourage sales of vehicles that emit less carbon dioxide.

The final touches are also being applied to the implementation of a government policy of
sustainable procurement by public bodies and institutions form a large part of the procurement
market, just as in many other western economies – the Icelandic state and related institutions
purchase goods and services for enormous amounts, to be exact 110 billion Icelandic krónur each
year.  If we add local authority procurement, we arrive at a figure that is at least 50 per cent higher.
On account of their size, the authorities are clearly capable of playing a decisive role in policies of
this kind.  And initiatives of this type also set a good example for industry, commerce and
consumers in general.

I have mentioned government policy and forthcoming legislation – I have also touched on Iceland’s
participation in international initiatives in which states have a common objective regarding climate
issues – these are areas of fundamental significance for the future of the Earth’s ecosystem.  During
the coming weeks and months, the nations of the world must show in a credible way that they are
going to stand by the commitments they have taken on.  Here in Iceland, we have not behaved as
well as we could have in this regard – but the new government, which hopes to remain in power
beyond the imminent elections, intends to apply itself to improving this situation.  We need to
move on with a new attitude – we must act to spread knowledge and inform the general public
people and the business sector to get every person, every company or firm on board.  We will make
progress if the authorities lead the way in a clear and inspiring manner, set a good example and act
responsibly.  This is the mantra that enables us to Think globally - act locally – this phrase cannot
be repeated too often.  Only in this way can we take steps towards becoming a self-sustaining
society that coming generations will perceive to have been as good as or even better than the one
we ourselves inherited.

Thank you.


