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Ment  

Executive Summary of your Abstract:  
The public  sector in Sweden is very supportive of sustainable food products and the public sector has used 
critera to purchase food products meeting high standards of organic or in other ways sustainable production. 
Animal welfare critera have been tested in the judicial system in Sweden and the Swedish interpretation of 
the produrement directive is not always progressive in promoting sustainable consumption and production.     

 
Abstract: 
This presentation will brief  the audience on the topic of procurement of sustainable food products and the 
ruling of courts in Sweden. There are a lot of possibilities to purchase according to demand in your 
organisation, i.e. organic products, sustainable products according to high environmental and animal welfare  
standards; and the division of tenders to promote smaller bidders to attend food procurements in Sweden.  
 
The ruling of  Swedish courts have delivered different judgments concerning the use of animal welfare 
criteria. Three animal welfare criteria: the use of antibiotics, time of transportation to slaughter house and 
stunned slaughter have been tested. Several administrative courts in Sweden have reached the judgement 
that in Swedish procurement it is not allowed to use higher standards than the minimum animal welfare 
legislation  within the EU. In February 2012, the Administrative court of appeal in Stockholm reached a 
verdict saying that it IS allowed to use the SEMCo criteria to promote high animal welfare standards. But due 
to the fact that the case has not been tested in the Highest court of appeal in Sweden, it is still not a really 
closed case. The public sector in Sweden is confused as the same issues have been taken to different 
courts resulting in different judgements.    
 
Fortunately, sustainable procurement is promoted by EU’s political policies and the EU court and included in 
the vision of a sustainable Europe in 2020, Swedish legislation, Swedish environmental objectives and last, 
but not least, the public sector that promotes sustainable purchase of food products – every day!   
 

Resume: Education in Sustainable enterprising at Stockholm University, previously worked in public 
procurement of goods and services at a Swedish authority, current position as a project leader, responsible for 
food products and catering services. 

 
Recommended reading: www.msr.se/livsmedel  (in Swedish) 


