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An outline of Catalonia

� Catalonia is an autonomous community of Spain which has legislative 

autonomy and executive competences. 

� The Autonomous Government of Catalonia (Generalitat de Catalunya) 

comprises the Parliament, the Government (or Executive Council) and the 

President.
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31.895 km2

(6,3% of Spain)

7.434.632 inhabitants 

(16% of Spain)

� Catalonia is made up of four provinces: Barcelona, Girona, Lleida and 

Tarragona.



� Government agreement of 11 October 2005 to promote 
the Public Procurement in the Generalitat de Catalunya and the 

public companies.

Background information

Promotion of the inclusion of environmental management criteria on 

the technical solvency and environmental criteria tenders.

Creation of the Commission to Monitor the Green Public Procurement.
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� Government agreement of 9 December 2009 include 
measures to green public procurement.

The inclusion of environmental criteria in the tenders of the ministries 

and public companies of the Generalitat de Catalunya.

Definition of Programs to Green Purchasing (ministries and public 

companies).

Note: These Government agreements fit into the Government Corporate Social Responsibility Program.



The GPP strategy of the Catalan Government (Generalitat 
de Catalunya) involves two different methodologies:

� Decentralized procurement

GPP Strategy of the Generalitat de Catalunya
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� Centralized procurement



Decentralized procurement (I)

When…

The contract or purchasing is done by each Ministry 
having its own criteria, free of prior constraints on 
endorsement,  

Then…

The Directorate-General for environment Quality of 
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The Directorate-General for environment Quality of 
the Ministry of Territory and Sustainability provides 
them advice on greening the contracts,

Thereby…

We achieve common environmental considerations 
on the different contracts.



Decentralized procurement (II)

� Training sessions to inform on the 
basic environmental aspects that should 
be considered for each category of 
products or services. The training 
sessions are done since 2008 in 

The advice provided by the Directorate-General for Environment Quality 
consist in:
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sessions are done since 2008 in 
cooperation with the Institute of Public 
Administration.

� Production of general guides for 
categories of products and services, 
enabling each Ministry to establish 
environmental criteria adapted to their 
own requirements and/or characteristics

- GPP guide for canteens.

- GPP guide for publications.

- GPP guide for maintenance.

- GPP guide for vehicles.

- Etc.



Centralized procurement (I)

When…

The contract or purchasing is done by the 
Central Supply Commission (CSC) or by each 
Ministry taking into account the CSC criteria,  

Then…

The CSC homologue goods, services, service 
companies and supplier companies of goods 

• It is attached to the Ministry of 

Economy.

Framework agreements

Central Supply Commission
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companies and supplier companies of goods 
and services through Framework Agreements, 

and the Directorate-General for environment 
Quality cooperates with the CSC including 
environmental criteria into the framework 
agreements, 

Thereby…

We achieve the inclusion of environmental criteria in the homologating process, 
therefore the common environmental considerations on the goods and services 
to be contracted.

Greened

Framework agreements



Centralized procurement (II)

These are the Greened Framework Agreements up to now:

• Paper 

• Office IT equipment

• Office material 

• Cleaning service 

• Vehicles
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• Furniture

• Toners and inks

Some of the environmental criteria included in the Framework Agreement are based 

on eco-label (EU ecolabel, Nordic swan, Blue angel, etc) criteria. In these cases the 

provision of the eco-label certificate is sufficient to prove the compliance of the criteria. 

In addition, some local governments, such as Barcelona’s city Council, are using the 

same basic environmental criteria as the Catalan Government in their procurements.



Centralized procurement example - Cleaning service

Results of the cleaning service procurement on 2012:

Non ecolabelled products

Ecolabelled products*

Data based on a random 

sample of 25% of the total

number of tenders.
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• General products: floor cleaners, general and ceramic surfaces, multipurpose cleaners, etc.

• Specific products: dishwashing detergents, degreasing products, stain removers, etc.

• Paper products: tissue paper such as toilet paper or hand dryers. 

Ecolabelled products*

* European Ecolabel, Nordic 

Swan, Blue Angel, Distintiu 

de Garantia de Qualitat 

Ambiental.
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Driving the green market (I)
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Data based on the European Ecolabel awarded by the Directorate-General for environment 
Quality of the Ministry of Territory and Sustainability, which is the Competent Body of the 
European Ecolabel in Catalonia.
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Driving the green market (II)

Taking into account the above data and our experience on green 

procurement and on eco-label certificates, we drew the 

following conclusions:

- It seems that the GPP has stimulate the eco-labeled products market. In 
Catalonia we have specially notice this increment in the professional 
multipurpose cleaners category because of the large number of 
manufacturers of that kind of product in our region.
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manufacturers of that kind of product in our region.

- The reasons that lead companies apply for eco-label certificates tend to be 

the interest on environmental issues, the improving company image and their 

customers needs (which may be related to PP among other things).

- As companies use to have their clients everywhere, the increment of eco-
labeled certifications in Catalonia may be due to other countries or other 
administrations GPP.



http://www.gencat.cat/


